
                                          
 

 

February 22, 2023 

 

 

Canada-Ecuador Trade Consultations 

Global Affairs Canada 

Trade Policy and Negotiations Division (TCE) 

John G. Diefenbaker Building 

111 Sussex Drive 

Ottawa, Ontario K1N 1J1     

 

Via e-mail: TCE-Consultations@international.gc.ca 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on possible free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations with Ecuador. 

Trade is of paramount importance to the Canadian canola sector with 90 per cent of canola exported 

annually as seed, oil, and meal. An FTA provides the opportunity to diversify our exports and boost our 

sector’s overall competitiveness in Latin America.  

 

The Canadian Canola Growers Association represents Canada’s 43,000 canola farmers on issues, programs 

and policies that enhance their success. The Canola Council of Canada includes farmers, along with seed 

developers, processors who turn canola seed into oil and meal and exporters. Open and stable trade is the 

foundation for the $29.9 billion our industry contributes to the economy annually and the 207,000 full time 

jobs it supports across the country.  

 

While Ecuador is not considered a priority development market for canola, a possible FTA builds on both the 

Government of Canada and the canola sector’s efforts to diversify our exports and strengthen trade 

worldwide. Tariff elimination and rules-based trade could generate new opportunities for canola and create a 

more competitive environment to grow new markets, particularly for canola meal.  

 

With an additional six million metric tonnes of canola processing planned for Western Canada, growing 

existing markets and building new ones for meal is a strategic priority. Processing more seed domestically will 

augment canola’s value-added contribution to the Canadian economy while necessitating new markets for 

canola oil and meal. Once new capacity is realized, Canada will produce an additional three million metric 

tonnes of meal largely destined for export. 

 

In support of creating a more competitive environment for potential canola exports, we submit the following 

priorities in relation to trade negotiations with Ecuador.  

 

• Elimination of tariffs on canola seed, oil (refined and crude) and meal. The canola sector supports the 

elimination of applied and bound tariffs on canola seed, oil, and meal1. Ecuador maintains bound 

average ad valorem duties for canola seed of 26%, for oil of 32% and for meal of 39%. Applied tariffs 

 
1 Tariff codes: 120510 - Rape or Colza Seeds - Low Erucic Acid (Whether or Not Broken), 151411 - Rape (Canola) or 

Colza Oil - Low Erucic Acid - Crude, 151419 - Rape (Canola) or Colza Oil - Low Erucic Acid - Not Crude, 230641 - Oil-

Cake and Other Solid Residues - of Low Erucic Acid Rape (Canola) or Colza Seeds, and 230649 - Oil-Cake and Other 

Solid Residues- Other. 
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for seed and meal are currently zero while oil faces tariff escalation of 5% per kg for crude oil and 

20% for refined, and meal-other 15% per kg.  

 

• Rules to facilitate canola trade. A strong sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) chapter and clear rules to 

facilitate the trade of crops grown from seed varieties developed through biotechnology and with 

plant protection products are required. As included in the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-

Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)2, of which Ecuador has applied for membership, and the Canada-United 

States-Mexico Agreement3, the canola sector supports language to address trade of products of 

agricultural biotechnology that recognizes both genetically modified and gene edited plant breeding 

techniques. This is particularly important given existing biotechnology restrictions in Ecuador4. 

Additionally, a possible agreement should incorporate commitments to international standards for 

missing and misaligned maximum residue limits (MRLs) for plant protection products. 

 

Expanded relationships and an FTA could enhance cooperation between Canada and Ecuador and be 

leveraged to promote trade facilitative approaches bilaterally or through regional and multilateral associations, 

such as the CPTPP or the World Trade Organization. Parallel to the negotiations, Canada should develop an 

implementation strategy to ensure Ecuador has the capacity to implement an agreement as negotiated and 

Canadian industry can successfully capitalize on an executed bilateral free trade agreement.  

 

Sincerely,    
 

 

Original signed by 

 

 

 

 

Original signed by 

Dave Carey  

Vice-President, Government & Industry Relations 

Canadian Canola Growers Association 

Chris Davison 

Vice President, Stakeholder & Industry Relations 

Canola Council of Canada 

 

 
2 Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership, Chapter 2 Article 2.27: Trade of Products of Modern 

Biotechnology.  

3 Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement, Chapter 3 - Agriculture, Section B: Agricultural Biotechnology  
4 2022, USDA Foreign Affairs Service, Ecuador: Agricultural Biotechnology Annual 

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Trade-agreements/TPP/Text-ENGLISH/2.-National-Treatment-and-Market-Access-for-Goods.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Trade-agreements/TPP/Text-ENGLISH/2.-National-Treatment-and-Market-Access-for-Goods.pdf
https://usmca.com/agriculture-usmca/
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/ecuador-agricultural-biotechnology-annual-6

